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SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS!

May 2019
Not my will, but Thine be done. This is my prayer
when called upon to make a decision as president of the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) in the
South Wisconsin District (SWD). I may have a vision for the
future of this organization, in fact all nominees are asked
to share their vision statements which convention delegates
then can read before their votes are cast. Unless my vision
can be verbalized efficiently, others will not be able to
internalize what we could strive to accomplish in the future.
When formulating my vision for this district, I first seek His
guidance. Psalm 19:14 is the place to start, “May the words of
my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing to You, O Lord, my
rock and my Redeemer.”

It can be discouraging to realize positions of leadership are
vacant. Remembering God’s promise in Jeremiah 29:11
brings comfort, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the
Lord. “they are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future
and a hope”. These words were spoken to the exiles by the
prophet Jeremiah. Comfort can be found in the words of
verse 11, but look deeper, and hear the direction from the
Lord to these exiles. “Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when
you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the
Lord, . . . .
Although we are not exiled, we may at times feel abandoned
as we travel this mission road. Hymn 869 from the Lutheran
Service Book, gives direction to each day, and helps me to
stand firm on His promises.
With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, and when day is ended.
In His name then close your eyes, Be to Him commended.
Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast ev’ry care; He is your salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,
Save you from the tempter’s might, With His presence
cheer you.
With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;
In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you.
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master,
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.
If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing,
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow everywhere While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.
Let us live Alive in Christ, gaining direction daily by Receiving
His Gifts, Rooted in the Word, Abounding in Joyful Giving. “Therefore,
as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7 ESV
Serving gladly,
Barb Kaun, LWML SWD President
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HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
The Lord be with you, dear sisters of the LWML SWD.
The reality that Easter brings, that death is now dead,
brings such joy and comfort to those of us who mourn
the loss of loved ones. As a pastor, I am pretty much
in a constant state of mourning, as I spend much of
my time with those who are going through the dying
process, and then caring for those who grieve the death
of loved ones. Ultimately, my solace is only found in the
Christian Funeral Service, as I confess with Job, “For
I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last
he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin
has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall
see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes
shall behold, and not another.” (Job 19:25-27a)
This is the message of the Gospel, “He who believes
in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in Me will never die” (John
11:25-26) Life is what we seek and what we desire, as
this is how we were created by our living God…for life
eternal with Him.
I recently saw the film, “Unplanned”, which was the
story of a former Planned Parenthood clinic director,
Abby Johnson. The movie details her transformation
from Pro-Abortion to Pro-Life. It is a story that is
changing hearts across the country through a great deal
of conversation on social media, as well as some national
news coverage. As your Senior Counselor, I recommend
this film to you. It will shock you and will also most likely
bring you to tears; I wept through parts of it. However,
with the recent developments in Virginia, New York, and
Illinois regarding legalizing infanticide, we need to be
speaking out and up for our Lord’s most dependent and
muted children, our unborn brothers and sisters. Below
is President Matthew Harrison’s statement on Abortion,
affirmed and signed by all our District Presidents, which
was recently on our LCMS.org blog page. I didn’t want
you to miss it. Please pray for all women considering
aborting the child God has gifted them. Also, consider
making any Recognized Service Organization that
supports either life or crisis pregnancies a high priority
in the next mission grants cycle.
In Christ,
Pastor Peters
“In him was life, and the life was the light of men”
(John 1:4).
On Jan. 22, 2019, the 46th anniversary of the Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion on
demand, the governors of both New York and Illinois
signed laws to extend and promote abortion.
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As he signed the Reproductive Health Act into law, New
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo described it as the “evolution”
of humankind in America. In Illinois, Gov. J.B. Pritzker
signed an executive order to ensure taxpayer funding of
abortions, saying that it would make his state “the most
progressive … in terms of women’s reproductive rights.”
Life, not death, is the goal of humanity. History testifies
that death is never the means through which justice and
human rights prevail. We do not advance on the graves
of our children. Germany, which sought eugenics as
the solution to problems, now has strict abortion laws.
To defend and support life is the goal of every just
government, and the right to life is the hallmark of a
good society.
Yet abortion laws have allowed the abortion of more
than 61,000,000 children since Roe v. Wade. That’s
nearly 50 times the number of American soldiers killed
in all wars. The abortion industry and its proponents
take great lengths to avoid facing the fact that abortion
dismembers a living child in a horrid pool of its own
blood. This is barbaric.
Abortion is a lie. Science is on the side of life. We shall
stand against the barbarism of abortion until our dying
breath. Abortion is illogical, as we slaughter babies in
the womb while developing ever-better care for other
unborn children. Abortion contradicts the natural law
written on human hearts that teaches us it is wrong to
kill.
Lawmakers and bureaucrats in our country have
become emboldened to force citizens to go against their
conscience. People publicly celebrate laws that lead to
the deaths of children.
How long, O Lord, how long?
Our Christian faith teaches us to value life and to love
each and every person as our neighbor. Love is life,
and life is the great gift of love. Death is our natural
enemy. This can be seen in our lives and in our world
each day. Even the birds that seek food in winter testify
that life is the goal of their movements and their work.
The flowers that grow toward the sun seek the light that
enlivens them. We all live under God, who grants life to
His whole creation.
And in the giving of His Son to be the Savior, God
shows that He is the Lord of life. Jesus came to
love. He taught us to love all people, including
those whom we consider our enemies. He taught us
to unconditionally love every person, even those
whom this world considers unworthy of love.
(continued on following page)
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Jesus not only taught us to love. He brought healing
and wholeness to the broken. He proclaimed peace to
those who were troubled. He sat with those who were
excluded. He lifted up those who were beaten down.
But most of all, He loved through the sacrifice of His
own life on the cross. He died to forgive the sins of all
humanity. His forgiveness is a free gift for all who trust in
Him, including those who suffer from guilt for aborting
their child. He rose on the third day.
The resurrection of Jesus is God’s grand statement
that life is the goal of this creation. The resurrection of
Jesus proclaims that all creatures find the goal of their
existence in life. Just as God raised Jesus from the dead,
so we learn that God treasures life over death.
We live as citizens in this world, and we seek to be
obedient to our nation’s laws. We thank God for our
leaders and for this great land He has given to us and for
its precious freedoms and opportunities. The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod advocates strong citizenship
and active participation in government. We obey the
laws of our land and encourage those around us to do so.
We are, however, bound by our conscience to speak
against those laws that are unjust and, especially, those
laws that violate God’s law and the natural law that binds
all mankind. Abortion and other means through which
humans kill humans violate these natural and moral laws
that form the foundation of society.
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Therefore, we stand against these actions and against
all laws that sanction abortion or the taking of innocent
life. We cannot stand silent when people elected to
positions in which they are to protect citizens continue
to pass laws and advocate for legislation that undermines
the sanctity of human life. Our conscience is bound by
both the Word of God and reason to speak for life as a
precious gift of God and to speak against any and all
who promote the killing of unborn children. We cannot
hide the evil of these laws under the banner of “rights”
or “privilege.” Children’s lives are at stake. They cannot
speak for themselves. We will speak for them, and we will
work to protect their lives.
And we will continue to work to love and support the
women who face difficult choices or suffer from the
consequences of abortion. We support young mothers
who have chosen life for their children. We work to
provide adoption and other opportunities to care for
children in need. And we continue to show God’s mercy
to all, just as He, in Jesus, has mercy on all.
We will work, love and pray that all might know the love
of Jesus and trust in Him for salvation. “In him was life,
and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/council-of-presidentssigns-harrisons-abortion-statement/

D

id you hear the good news that both grant #3,
Scholarships for Low Income Campers at Camp
LuWiSoMo ($20,000.00) and grant #4, LCMS
Mission Central Support for Missionary Expenses ($10,000.00)
were paid since the last Mission Lamp was published? Did
you hear that over 150 women, men and children attended
the Heart to Heart event on April 6 and participated in a
wonderful worship service, program, and buffet of yummy
ethnic food? Information about all of these events were posted on the lwml-swd.org
website to spread the news! I encourage you to regularly check out the website to stay current about news
in our district! Log in and read about the current grant, Shelter My Sheep - Free at Last Ministry ($20,000.00)!
Let's keep in touch!!
Kristen Kolell
VP of Special Focus Ministry & Mission Grants

MISSION LAMP
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“SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS”
How can you serve? Do you know someone that you
think would make a good leader in the South Wisconsin
District of the LWML? We are looking for nominees for
6 offices to be elected at the LWML SWD Convention
in June 2020. We are looking to fill the offices of: District
President, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries &
Mission Grants, Vice President of Communications,
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Jr. Pastoral
Counselor.
Please prayerfully consider nominating someone or
yourself. Nominations are due by December 1, 2019.
You can find the nomination form on the LWML SWD
website.

38TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION
OF THE LWML SOUTH
WISCONSIN DISTRICT

Nominating Committee: Chairman: Joan Anderson,
Karen Miller, Lisa Warriner, Vaunie Weaver, Jill Jones

"Our Vision in Christ is 20/20”
Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

Joan Anderson

Saturday, June 20, 2020
St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Grafton, WI

GOSPEL OUTREACH AND CHRISTIAN LIFE
Looking for new ways to enhance your society or zone
meetings/rallies? Your personal devotion time?
There is a wealth of information and ideas on the LWML
website: lwml.org. Type in “program helps” in the search
box. What will come up is a long list of devotions on the left
side that vary in length from one page to several pages. On
the right side of the screen will be the following: Featured
Program Helps, Devotions/Devotional Collections, Bible
Studies, Sketches and Drama, Creative Crafts, Retreats/
Workshops, and Litanies/Responsive Readings/Short
Programs.
The

Mission Lamp

is your news within the
South Wisconsin District of
the LWML. Please make copies
of this to share in your society
and church. You may also
download a copy from
lwml-swd.org.

Each “click” of the mouse opens up more ideas! The more
you “click” the more ideas you will find.
Make a cup of coffee or tea and start clicking away!
Judy Gitzlaff
VP of Gospel Outreach
and Christian Life

PLEASE SHARE THE MISSION LAMP!
MISSION LAMP
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A

congregational Valentine Brunch was hosted by the Phoebe Society, the LWML of Trinity Lutheran ChurchTown Wilson, on Sunday, February 10th, in the church fellowship hall. The seven member group preassembled “Scripture Cookies in a Jar” by layering ingredients to yield a batch of Raisin Oatmeal Cookies
in pint jars that they decorated. The attached recipe card listed Bible verses to look up for finding the ingredients
to be added to those in the jar. In addition to being centerpieces, the jars were also take-home gifts that attendees
were encouraged to use by baking the cookies and then sharing them with someone. The LWML sketch, “Bountiful
Mites,” was adapted and presented to connect Mites & Missions and the M&M candies on the tables. Outgoing
society president, Eileen Meyer (seated in the photo), was recognized for her 19 years of devoted service in that office!
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Kathryn Cota
Zone 8

T

he five societies that make up Zone 8 are in the Sheboygan area (Bethlehem, Trinity in the Town of Wilson,
St Thomas, Waldo and 2 groups at St. Paul's, Sheboygan Falls). Each of them is active in their own ways
and come together for rallies. In May of 2018, WendySue Fluegge was invited to town for a great evening
of music and testimony, thanks to Bethlehem. In March, we worshiped together using the 2019 Prayer Service with
Good Shepherd Lutheran being the host church. Several women went to the Heart to Heart event in April and found
it to be inspirational. We are grateful to Kim Baumann for her previous leadership as Zone 8 President. This is my
first year as president, so we are having to learn together the zone way of doing things. I am grateful for the dedicated
Board and Pastor Shane Cota, our Pastoral Advisor. From what I see, women in Sheboygan are sincere in their desire
to use the means of LWML to stay informed about missions, be inspired to speak missions and be moved to service
in missions. We are trusting God to guide our direction so as to involve more women and accomplish bigger things
for the building up of God's Kingdom among us.
LuAnn Roman

W

hat a wonderful Spring Rally; the best rally I have ever attended! The Zone 9 Spring Rally was held at St.
Paul's Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, on April 13, 2019. When I entered the fellowship hall you could not
miss the HUGE LWML bulletin board at the end of the room. Posted on it was every LWML Mission
Grant for the 2017-2019 Biennium with a purple PAID written across each grant flyer. The LWML SWD Mission
Grants for the 2018-2020 Biennium were also posted on the bulletin board. Once I could take my eyes off the bulletin
board, I noticed how wonderfully the tables were decorated and the yummy items that were set out for our breakfast.
The theme of the rally was "Palms of Promise, Power, Praise, and Freedom. This theme so wonderfully tied in the
Power and Praise of Palm Sunday with the Promises and Freedom we have because of Christ's suffering, death and
resurrection. It also tied in with our speaker, Deaconess Lori Wilbert who ministers at the Stateville Prison in Illinois.
As Deaconess Lori told us, the Lutherans are in prison and she has been in prison for 33 years. When Lori became
a deaconess she would never have believed she would have a prison ministry. Her presentation provided us with a
better understanding of what it is like for these men and women who through circumstances that are often beyond
their control were led into living a life of crime. This is not used as an excuse for what they have done, but it does
help us understand how they got where they are. Deaconess Lori ministers to these prisons on an individual basis
and holds a weekly class using the "Houses of Healing" curriculum as the foundation adding (continued next page)
MISSION LAMP
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additional material on critical thinking skills, meditation and spirituality throughout. The slow process of learning
about themselves, coming to terms with what they did and the many people who were hurt by their actions, and
making restitution helps them to be restored. Throughout this process, Lori shares how God loves them and through
Jesus they are forgiven and redeemed through Christ's death. It is this that brings the transformation from a criminal
to a child of God that is REDEEMED just as we are REDEEMED.
Following Deaconess Lori's presentation Rev. Kretschmar had a great Bible Study based on the theme. The total
number in attendance was 41, of which 23 were LWML members. I had reports from 3 churches that the Zone 9
LWML Spring Rally was the topic of conversation among the women. The picture shows most of the LWML ladies
from Zone 9 that attended this rally. As you can see, we are posing in front of St Paul's LWML Bulletin board. I was
told this LWML bulletin board has been in place for over 25 years!
Submitted by,
Diane Meyer
Zone 9 President

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S QUARTERLY
The 2019 order is in! Yes, order is in despite the weather.
The weather in January/February and canceled society
meetings affected orders coming in on time. Reminder
calls and emails more than doubled from last year.
Remember a deadline is the last possible moment you can
do something…orders can be submitted in November
or December. Earlier submitting should be considered
especially for societies that do not meet in January.
Did you know some societies order together to save cost?
When societies order 10 or more subscriptions there is a
savings. When two societies ordering less than 10 order
together, they can save money. When ordering, once your
order reaches 8 subscriptions…ordering 10 subscriptions

are less expensive. (If two societies do order together,
please note that on the order form to save the need for a
reminder call.)
Where can you find your 2020 LW Quarterly order form?
It will be on the website, lwml-swd.org , tab Resources,
then Society Helps.
If your Summer Issue does not arrive in June, please
contact me directly ASAP!
Cinda Poppe
LWML-SWD LW Quarterly Manager
cinda.poppelwml@gmail.com
(262) 939-9960 (please leave a message)

PASTORS’ WIVES RETREAT
Thank you to all the societies and individuals who contributed to “Pamper a Pastor’s
Wife.” All the gift bags and other “goodies” were greatly appreciated and gave a special
touch to the retreat!
It’s not too late, you can still participate! Do something thoughtful for YOUR pastor’s
wife: send a card, pray for her, or put a “Pamper a Pastor’s Wife” gift bag together and
give it to her directly.
MISSION LAMP
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38th Biennial Convention of the LWML South Wisconsin District
June 20, 2020
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Grafton, WI

I

t’s not too early to plan to attend the 38th
Biennial Convention of the LWML South
Wisconsin District. The Convention Steering
Committee is planning a one-day convention to
encourage every Lutheran woman to enjoy the
convention at a reasonable registration cost.
Housing options will be available for anyone who
wishes to stay in the area during the time of the
convention.
The theme for the convention is “Our Vision in
Christ is 20/20”. It is based on Galatians 2:20:
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer
I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.” The 20/20 theme is centered on the idea
that we all have eyes to see, but we don’t see
unless God grants it. It is only when we are in
Christ through the gift of faith that we see Jesus
as our Lord and Savior.
Our guest speaker for the convention will
be author Katie Schuermann. Katie lives in
Sherman, IL, with her husband of sixteen years,
the Rev. Michael Schuermann. She began her
writing career in Mrs. Kaufman’s fourth grade
elementary class, self-publishing poetry in
a treasured yellow, teal, and hot-pink spiralbound notebook. She has since upgraded her
trusty notebook to a Mac computer on which she
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pounds out articles for publications such as The
Lutheran Witness, Lutherans Engage the World,
Reporter, Higher Things Magazine, Lutheran
Woman’s Quarterly, and The Federalist.
Schuermann’s nonfiction books, He Remembers
the Barren (LL 2011; 2nd ed, EP, 2017), Pew
Sisters (CPH 2013), and He Restores My Soul
(EP, 2018), address the topics of suffering and
the theology of the cross for the benefit of her
sisters in Christ. Her acclaimed Anthems of Zion
fiction books, including House of Living Stones
(CPH, 2014), The Choir Immortal (CPH, 2015),
and The Harvest Raise (CPH, 2017), tell the story
of Emily Duke, a choir director from the big city
who moves to a small town in Illinois to direct
the local church choir.
Schuermann was given an Award of Merit from
the Associated Church Press for her journalistic
work on the feature article, “A Light in the
Darkness,” in the September/October 2013
issue of Lutherans Engage the World, and her
debut novel, House of Living Stones, was a 2015
Christy Award finalist under the category of
First Novel.
Stay tuned to future issues of the Mission Lamp
for more information as it becomes available.
Carmen Schallock

7

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT								

MAY 2019

FILLING OUT FORMS FOR LWML-SWD

SPEAKERS, ANYONE?

LWML does NOT distribute personal information!

Mission education and mission inspiration are two
pillars of LWML from its inception, along with
mission service. A Speaker’s List is maintained by
this office to facilitate education and inspiration. In
working to keep it up to date the past three years, I
have noticed the bulk of listings is of people in the
south east part of Wisconsin. If you know of any
presenters connected to LCMS in the central and
western part of the South Wisconsin District, please
contact me. I will take it from there as there are
guidelines we must follow. If you are in need of a
2019 list, email me and I will send a copy. It is not on
the lwml-swd.org website.

Filling out forms completely and clearly is very
important for a number of reasons.
1. To register or share information
2. To credit a society or individual
3. To contact for clarification
By filling out the “form,” whatever is being submitted,
you are sharing information or making a request.
Filling out the “form” completely is essential for
proper processing. Neglecting to put on your ZONE
number or society name complicates processing.
Consider this…there are fourteen Trinity’s and St.
Paul’s, thirteen St. John’s in our LWML district.
What complicates this more is some of them are in
the same zone! Information is processed for over 150
societies. People processing your information can do
it much more effectively when “forms” are complete.
Vouchers are sent to the Financial Secretary, Marilyn
Belter. Vouchers need to be completely filled out to
correctly direct the money coming from your society.
Read and check-off the form carefully so Mites go to
Mites, and Rally Offerings go to the general fund and
your society/zone is credited correctly. (Remember
how important our Rally Offerings are…we are one
of very few districts that do NOT take a percentage
of Mite Offerings for general budget.)
When a “form” is filled out completely it makes
it possible to contact the “form’ submitter for
clarification. The LW Quarterly form requests
Contact Person information - this contact needs to
be a person, not the church number. Remember
LWML does NOT give out personal information.
Your contact information is only used for reminders
or clarification of your order.
Whether the form is the LW Quarterly order form,
a voucher, a retreat registration, a nomination, a
grant proposal, or your personal profile filling it
out completely and clearly helps you to share
the information, allows you or your society
to be credited correctly, and designates a
contact person in case there are questions
regarding what was submitted.
Don’t worry about sharing your
contact information, because LWML
does NOT give out personal
information. Ever!
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Though the South Wisconsin District LWML
guidelines give leeway to use the offerings at a
rally for expenses incurred at the rally (speaker,
mileage), the Board of Directors strongly encourages
you to consider alternative funding for expenses.
Because LWML SWD takes no percent of mites
for administrative purposes, every dollar toward
the administrative fund counts. Expenses for district
include the cost to send delegates to convention,
mileage reimbursement to board meetings, postage,
paper, etc. This administrative fund is built up
with rally and prayer service offerings. Therefore,
we strongly recommend that efforts be made to
work ahead to find creative sources to
pay rally/prayer service expenses.
This could be shared cost between
societies, special fund raiser, etc.
Check out Thrivent Action Team
grants also. Thank you for helping the
district out in this way.
Three of the missionaries connected
with the SWD will be in the US in 2019.
Once again, please contact me for their
contact information. They are always
looking for church/schools to share their
mission stories – providing both mission
education and inspiration.
LuAnn Roman
Missionary Outreach/Mission Education
lwmllr@yahoo.com
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EX EC U T IVE C O MM ITTEE
President
Barb Kaun
lwml.swd.pres@gmail.com
VP, Organizational Resources
Ruth Mueller
vporgresources.lwml.swd@gmail.com
VP, Gospel Outreach/Christian Life
Judy Gitzlaff
vpgospeloutreach.lwml.swd@gmail.com
VP, Special Focus Ministries/Mission Grants
Kristen Kolell
vpsfm.lwml.swd@gmail.com
VP, Communication
Ruth Weckwerth
ruth.lwml@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Jan Ladendorf
recordingsecretary.lwml.swd@gmail.com

2019 FALL RETREAT
September 19th – 21st
Green Lake Conference Center

Corresponding Secretary
Claudia Fairfield
correspondingsecretar.lwml.swd@gmail.com
Financial Secretary (receives funds)
Marilyn Belter
financialsecretary.lwml.swd@gmail.com
Treasurer (pays bills)
Kris Hebel
treasurer.lwml.swd@gmail.com
Senior Counselor
Pastor Douglas Peters
sr.counselor.lwml.swd@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
• June 20-23: LWML Convention
Mobile, Alabama
• July 15: Mission Lamp articles due
• August 24: E.C meeting
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Omro
• Sept. 14: BOD meeting
St. John’s Lutheran Church, North Prairie
• Sept. 19-21: Fall Retreat
Green Lake Conference Center

Junior Counselor
Pastor Adam Barkley
pastor.luthermemorial@gmail.com

Want to share your news? What do you
find uplifting or inspiring as you serve
the Lord? Is there something you would
like your fellow LWMLers to know? The
Mission Lamp is a great way to share
photos, ideas, and upcoming events!
The deadline for the next issue is

July 15, 2019.

See lwml-swd.org/calendar for more info!
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